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UNITED KINGDOM
• MUSEUMS NEEDS FOR PEOPLE WITH A WIDE RANGE OF SKILLS

• MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES YEARBOOK FOR 2015
LIST > 2,550 MUSEUMS, GALLERIES AND HERITAGE SITES; FULL ADDRESS DETAILS, INCLUDING
WEBSITE AND EMAIL; COLLECTIONS DESCRIPTIONS; AND OVER 210 RELATED ORGANISATIONS

THERE IS A BIG MARKET FOR STUDENTS AND FOR UNIVERSITIES.

• KEY FINDINGS
•

IN THE YEAR TO JUNE 2014 NEARLY THREE QUARTERS OF ADULTS (72%) HAD VISITED A HERITAGE SITE AT LEAST ONCE IN THE
PREVIOUS 12 MONTHS. A STATISTICALLY SIGNIFICANT INCREASE SINCE THE SURVEY BEGAN IN 2005/06 (70%), A SIMILAR RATE TO
2012/13 AND A DECREASE FROM 2011/12 (74%).

•

PARTICIPATION RATES FOR HERITAGE ACROSS THE NINE ENGLISH REGIONS REMAINED AT A SIMILAR LEVEL TO 2005/06 WITH THE
EXCEPTION OF THE NORTH EAST, WHERE ATTENDANCE INCREASED FROM 69 PER CENT IN 2005/06 TO 79 PER CENT IN THE LATEST
RESULTS.

•

NEARLY ONE THIRD OF ADULTS (31%) REPORTED VISITING A HERITAGE SITE LESS THAN ONCE A MONTH BUT AT LEAST THREE OR
FOUR TIMES A YEAR, A SIGNIFICANT INCREASE ON 2005/06 (27%).

•

NEARLY THREE IN FIVE ADULTS BELONGING TO BLACK AND MINORITY ETHNIC GROUPS (57%) VISITED A HERITAGE SITE AT LEAST
ONCE IN THE PAST 12 MONTHS. THIS WAS A SIMILAR RATE TO 2012/13 AND AN INCREASE OF 6 PERCENTAGE POINTS SINCE
2005/06.

• MUSEUMS AND GALLERIES OFFER A MAJOR INTERNATIONALLY TRADED SERVICE (BY
GENERATING EXPORTS) WHILE ALSO UNDERPINNING THE CREATIVITY UPON WHICH FUTURE
HIGH VALUE ADDED ECONOMIC ACTIVITY IS LIKELY TO BE BASED
• ARE AT THE BASE OF TOURISM INDUSTRY IN BRITAIN.
• A NUMBER OF STUDIES HAVE DEMONSTRATED THE DIFFERENT IMPACTS THESE INSTITUTIONS
HAVE ON LOCAL, REGIONAL AND NATIONAL ECONOMIES. EARLY STUDIES CONSIDERED THE
ECONOMIC IMPACT OF CULTURAL INSTITUTIONS.

ENGLISH MUSEUMS
SYSTEM ASK FOR
SKILLED WORKERS
RATHER THAN
MUSEUM STUDIES
LICENCESED

http://www.museumsassociation.org/careers/starting-out/case-studies

http://www.museumsassociation.org/careers/starting-out/case-studies

• A GRADUATE OR POSTGRADUATE QUALIFICATION
IN MUSEUM STUDIES IS A USEFUL WAY TO
DEVELOP A CAREER IN THE MUSEUM SECTOR. BUT
IT’S NO GUARANTEE OF A JOB AND THERE IS
ALWAYS TREMENDOUS COMPETITION FOR
MUSEUM CAREERS.

UCL
MUSEUM STUDIES MA
FULL-TIME: 1 YEAR
PART-TIME: 2 YEARS

The programme looks at all types of museum, from art galleries to science museums, without concentrating on any
particular kind.
Entry Requirements
A minimum of an upper second-class Bachelor's degree in a relevant subject from a UK university or an overseas
qualification of an equivalent standard. Applicants should also have gained experience of working in museums or
related organisations (this experience is often gained in a voluntary capacity).

https://www.ucl.ac.uk/prospective-students/graduate/taught/degrees/museum-studies-ma

The programme consists of four core modules (75 credits), two optional modules (30 credits), work
placement (15 credits) and a research dissertation (60 credits).
Core Courses
All students are required to take the following:
The Museum: critical perspectives (ARCLG064, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Managing museums (ARCLG065, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Collections management and care (ARCLG148, 30 credits, 11 weeks)
Museum communication (ARCLG190, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Option Course
Students also choose two further 15 credit courses from the following list (other options
may also be available):
Collections curatorship (ARCLG192, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Exhibition project (ARCLG191, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Antiquities and the law (ARCLG185, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Archaeology and education (ARCLG186, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Cultural heritage, globalisation and development (ARCLG209, 15 credits, 11 weeks)
Cultural Memory (ARCLG175, 15 credits, 11 weeks): Subject to availability
Intangible Dimensions of Museum Objects from Egypt (ARCLG342, 15 credits, 11
weeks)
Oral History: From Creation to Curation (INSTG058, 15 credits, 11 weeks)

(15 credits) - Students are required to undertake a 20 days' work
in a museum (or similar institution). This usually takes place one day
per week during term-time, although other arrangements may be
possible. Students write an assessed 2,500 word report at the end
of the placement reflecting on their experience.
Recent placements have included: Brent Museum, the British
Museum, Croydon Museum, Event Communications, the Freud
Museum, Hackney Museum, London Transport Museum, the Museum
of London, RAF Museums, the Royal Academy, Royal Botanical
Gardens, Royal Historical Palaces, St Paul's Cathedral, Tate Britain,
UCL Museums & Collections.

Top career destinations for this degree
•Assistant Curator, Natural History Museum
•Marketing Supervisor, Benjamin Franklin House
•Collections Assistant, Science Museum
•Research Officer, Imperial War Museum
•Assistant Curator Middle Eastern, Asian
Department, Victoria & Albert Museum

Art Museum and Gallery Studies
(MA/Postgraduate Diploma)
The agency of the great art museums in nation building and the making and re-making of national and
international art histories.
• The dynamics of the art world and the development of gallery cultures.
• Art practices in the ‘global contemporary’ art world looking for example at the role of art fairs and biennials.
• Working with artists and documenting and collecting art practice.
• Curating contemporary art, co-production, and artists’ interventions.
• Curating and interpreting art exhibitions in galleries and other spaces, such as sculpture parks, public spaces
and industrial sites.
• Ethical curatorship, professionalism, censorship and the challenges of contemporary art.
• The social agency of the art gallery examining the transformative power of art in societies through events,
public programming and education.
• Buildings and architecture as active forces in art curation.
• Developing gallery vision and culture, and managing personnel and projects.
• Art gallery marketing and sponsorship.
• Art materials, their vulnerabilities, care and conservation.
• Collecting and managing art.
• Connoisseurship and the art museum curator.

Working with partner art institutions, Students will curate an art show. In 2015-16, students are
engaged in a curatorial project working with artists for airmailed art exhibit.
During the summer term, students will undertake an eight-week art museum and gallery work
placement.
http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/museumstudies/documents/brochure-oct-2015

Heritage and Interpretation
(MA/MSc/Postgraduate Diploma)
• skills and knowledge to shape, manage and interpret heritage sites and objects. It enables students
from a wide variety of academic, professional and cultural backgrounds to explore the processes of
heritage-making, the politics and uses of heritage, and the creative practices and potentials of
heritage interpretation and representation.
The programme provides training both for current and aspiring professionals in the management and
interpretation of heritage places and things, and for students who wish to undertake further research in
the field.

Core modules
Locating Heritage
Making heritage
Supporting heritage
Interpreting heritage
http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/museumstudies/documents/brochure-oct-2015

Learning and Visitor Studies in
Museums and Galleries
(MA/MSc/Postgraduate Diploma)
skills and knowledge to engage critically and creatively with the theory and practice of museum learning
and visitor studies. The course will help students develop both their expertise in this field and a more indepth understanding of museum and gallery-based learning. It will enable participants to develop practical
evaluation and research skills and will appeal to all those interested in communication and understanding
visitors.

Core modules
Education in the museum: frameworks for practice
Learning in the museum
Developing learning resources
Visitor studies: evaluation and research
http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/museumstudies/documents/brochure-oct-2015

Museum Studies
(MA/MSc/Postgraduate Diploma)
Key themes
• The museum concept. What is a museum? How do they function? The landscape
within which they operate: leadership and team working; budgets; partnerships;
politics; ethics, human rights.
• Objects and collections. What makes something a museum object? Materiality,
authenticity, collecting, collections care, collection management
• Engaging audiences. This theme is built around an exhibit design exercise that
incorporates exploration of participation, education and learning, working with
objects, media, audience research, access and marketing

Specialist options
The core themes will be supported by a range of options that span the field of museology and that will allow
students to develop specialist skills and knowledge in a particular subject area such as: archaeology;
history; education; marketing; natural history; art curation; or digital media.
http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/museumstudies/documents/brochure-oct-2015

Museum Studies
(MA/MSc/Postgraduate Diploma)
Museum/gallery experience

• eight-week museum/gallery experience placement. One
of the strengths of the programme, this placement
enables you to test and develop the content of the
taught programme in the workplace environment.
• Each year over one hundred museums on the LUMeN
network (Leicester University Museum Network) send in
exciting and varied projects from which you can choose.
http://www2.le.ac.uk/departments/museumstudies/documents/brochure-oct-2015

• THE BEST UNIVERSITIES HAVE CLOSE LINKS WITH A
RANGE OF MUSEUMS WHOSE STAFF HELP TO
DESIGN AND DELIVER COURSES, ENSURING THAT
THEIR CONTENT MEETS EMPLOYER EXPECTATIONS.
•

Curator, restorer or conservator,
bibliographer, archaeologist, architect,
historian, designer, archivist -

Beginner - no work experience, bachelor university license in the field
Grade II - 6 months experience
Grade I - 5 years experience, MA,
Grade IA – 7/10 years experience

THERE IS A MARKET AS WELL AN OFFER
Lucian Blaga Sibiu University - MA - Preservation and promotion of historical heritage
MA - Polychrome wood restoration
Alba Iulia University - MA - Museology. Research and protection of cultural heritage
MA - Museum studies and cultural tourism
Iasi University – MA - Museology and restoration
MA - Heritage and Cultural Tourism
Valahia University – MA - Museology and heritage in contemporary society
Bucharest University – MA -Restoration and cultural patrimony management
MA - The science of conservation / restoration of the heritage through advanced
physical and chemical methods (interdisciplinary field: Chemistry)
MA - Management of cultural assets and cultural tourism
Babes-Bolyai University – MA -Research and cultural heritage
Suceava University – MA- Protection, recovery and management of heritage
West University – MA/ Conservation /Restoration – Icon, painting and restoration

The National Institute for Cultural Research and Training (NICRT),
subordinated to the Ministry of Culture,
Aims: to study, research and provide statistical data in the field of culture as well as
training professionals who choose a career in this field.
NICRT has the advantage to have included, in 2013, two institutions recognised
on the cultural market: the Centre for Research and Consultancy in the Field of Culture (CRCFC) and
the Centre for Professional Training in Culture (CPTC).

Upon request, NICRT develops quantitative and qualitative research, impact studies,
market studies, audience studies, statistical studies, tracking and timing studies, cultural
management analyses, case studies for cultural projects.
http://www.culturadata.ro/

THE NATIONAL INSTITUTE FOR CULTURAL
RESEARCH AND TRAINING (NICRT),
NIRCT’s offer includes over 30 programmes of professional training (certified courses, workshops and
evaluations), which address the main occupations in the cultural field – performing arts, cultural
management, library and information sciences, audio-visual, cultural heritage – and, also, emerging
occupations that allow the development of new professions.
The courses are certified by the National Authority for Qualifications and nationally recognised by the Ministry of
Labour, Family, Social Protection and Elderly Persons and by the Ministry of Education and Scientific Research.

http://www.culturadata.ro/

The National Institute for Cultural Research and Training (NICRT),
Museology Bases Course
Base Module I- Museology (theoretical):
Introduction to museum studies
History of museums
Architecture of museums
Legal status of cultural goods
Collections management, documentation and curating
Storage, handling and preventive conservation
Module II - Museology Plus (theoretical)
Planning and design exhibitions
Museum markething
Museum education
Management and administration of museums
New museology - current trends in museology
Module III - Extra Museology (practical training)
Study tour to / from museums, monuments / historical sites, exhibitions and galleries
http://www.culturadata.ro/

Romanian Museums had access to research activities inside
as Romanian Academy and University System
It is necessary PhD licence

Researcher IIIrd grade - contest - interview and exam
- minimum 4 year In university system or 8 years outside
Researcher II nd grade – research activity points contest
- minimum 8 year In university system or 12 years outside

Researcher Ist grade – research activity points contest
- minimum 9 year In university system or 15 years outside
So there is a market for PhD and postdoctoral studies for Universities and Romanian Academy Institutes.

Ministry of Culture is the only body who is attesting archaeologists
Based on the research activity:
Publications of archaeological reports,
Studies, books.

Beginner, Specialist, Expert

Ministry of Culture is the only body who is attesting the specialists and experts in
Patrimony

